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with similar problems to gain from ‘best practices’, as
for example, in EU open methods of coordination
(OMC) and OECD peer reviews. 

The diverging transition experience of the countries in
the region nevertheless makes cross-regional compar-
isons less meaningful in terms of sharing good prac-
tices, since policy priorities and resources now vary
considerably in the different subregions. On a more
practical note, the national statistical offices have
cooperated with various international bodies to
improve and change data collection and calculation of
indicators, meaning also that the common statistical
inheritance shared by the region in the early 1990s
has been gradually eroded. But the discussion in this

country level, is necessary to understand the situation
of children, and that in some cases there are data and
research gaps which need to be filled to improve this
understanding. Throughout, the emphasis has been on
understanding the situation of those children who ben-
efit least from transition, and this requires more
nuanced country-level analysis using disaggregated
data from a variety of sources. On the other hand, the
availability of standardized national indicators suit-
able for international comparison – that is, with stan-
dard definitions and methods of calculation – is also
useful, since they allow the outcomes and policies of
one country to be assessed and evaluated in comparison
with those of other countries, thus allowing countries

Many of the statistics presented in this report are taken
directly from TransMONEE, the database of the UNICEF’s
MONEE project, which has been gathering, sharing and
analysing data relevant to the situation of children in the
countries of CEE/CIS since 1992. At that time the over-
whelming focus of most international organizations was on
economic reform and economic policies, while less atten-
tion was paid to monitoring or addressing the social costs
of these reforms.21 With its main focus on social indicators,
the MONEE project was in many ways a pioneer, paving the
way for other organizations to devote more attention to the
human costs of the transition.

Data collected by MONEE

The MONEE project and its database were designed to allow
the construction of time series for key indicators, and also to
allow comparison across countries. This was possible due to
the high degree of standardization of variables, definitions
and methodologies in most countries of the region. Most of
the data collected were derived from the administrative sta-
tistics collected on a regular basis by the National Statistical
Offices (NSO) in the countries of the region.

The database was originally organized around three sets of
variables to monitor the effects of transition on children and
families. These were: (i) indicators that could be used to
monitor the effects of policy changes on families with chil-
dren, particularly those affecting access to basic social ser-
vices, access to and size of cash benefits, changes in the
labour market, fiscal policies and macroeconomic manage-
ment; (ii) determinants of child well-being such as house-
hold incomes, social expenditure, and family structure and
stability; and (iii) income and capabilities-based indicators
of human well-being, including poverty rates, infant mortal-
ity rates, school enrolment.22 Within these three sets of
variables, monitoring was organized around a ‘core’ set of
indicators. Thus, while the key analytical unit was the child,
a considerable part of the data collected was intended to
increase understanding of the child’s environment: the
household, school, community and society. 

Initially coverage of the project was limited to nine coun-
tries but throughout the 1990s there was an increase in cov-
erage, and by the end of the decade all countries in the
CEE/CIS region were covered. The continual use of the data-
base for analysis allowed the project staff to adapt and
improve indicators, and to ensure that those included in the
database were calculated in a standard way; this facilitated
cross-country comparison and ongoing refinement of the
data quality. Later the scope and potential of the database
for child-centred monitoring was further improved by
extending the collection of data on child protection, includ-
ing for example children in public care and juvenile justice. 

In 2008 the TransMONEE database included 164 tables with
indicators for 28 countries, organized in 10 sections:
demography, natality, child and maternal mortality, mortal-
ity and life expectancy, family formation, health, education,
child protection, juvenile justice, and economic indicators.
Most of the tables contain data series going back to 1989.
With a few exceptions, the data are derived from the admin-
istrative data collection system, but some are based on sur-
vey results. For example, some of the statistics on unem-
ployment which are calculated on the basis of Labour Force
Survey data, and the data on income inequality are calcu-
lated from the summary information obtained from house-
hold budget surveys.

The NSOs are the key partners of the project. Every year
they are asked to fill out a ‘statistical template’ and to write
a report on a selected child-relevant policy area. The statis-
tical templates were developed to ensure that the statistics
provided by each country are standardized. In most cases
the data requested are absolute values, rather than ready-
calculated rates or indices. This allows the MONEE project
to use standard methods to calculate aggregates, rates and
ratios, and ensures greater quality control of the data.
Through direct contact with the central statistical office in
each country, the project gained access to large data sets
which are often under-utilized, not published or published
with a very limited circulation. 

Box 5.2

The MONEE project and the TransMONEE database
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publication has also shown that the participation of
countries in various new international surveys and com-
parative studies is making new forms of comparative
study possible for different dimensions of child well-
being, and is still valuable for sharing experiences with-
in subregions and comparing countries with similar pol-
icy challenges and data collection methods.  

In the early years of transition, when the MONEE pro-
ject was set up, most of the monitoring and comparison
of child outcomes had to be done mainly on the basis of
administrative data, whereas there is now a vast range
of data from different sources, including the results of
various types of quantitative and qualitative surveys.
Countries are also participating in various international
data collection exercises. However, it is not just the
availability and quality of data which have to be
improved, but also their use and accessibility. In this
regard, internationally supported efforts to improve
data availability may be useful for internationally
funded studies, but will only have a sustainable effect
on the quality of data used for assessing child well-
being in individual countries if accompanied by
longer-term efforts to build capacity, promote better
understanding of the potential uses of the data for pol-
icy analyses, capacity-building in the NSO and pro-
motion of dialogue between the NSO and relevant
ministries, government agencies and research insti-
tutes. Data collection efforts by international organi-
zations in the 1990s were often uncoordinated and
undertaken to meet the data requirements of the orga-
nizations themselves, but there have since been
greater efforts to involve national stakeholders in the
design and fielding of the data collection efforts, as
well as in the analysis of the results.23 In the last
decade, many improvements in data availability, qual-
ity and comparability have been obtained with the
active assistance of international bodies – in particular
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) which is also monitoring the initiatives for
statistics improvements in the region24 – and the
European Union, with Eurostat. However, in several
cases, lack of open access to data remains a primary
challenge, and can be seen as a form of data shortage.

This report reviews the 16 years of the UNICEF IRC
research initiative within the framework of the
MONEE project, to use available data to monitor the

situation of children in the region, identify trends and
assess the effect of policies on the realization of chil-
dren’s rights, and the promotion of child well-being.
The aim of this report – as with past ones – is to stim-
ulate the use of data, and to provide inputs to increase
the visibility of children in the policy debate through-
out the region. While the danger at the beginning of
the transition period was that the focus on economic
transition was leading to an underestimation and lack
of focus on the social costs, the risk in the current
phase of transition – in a period of economic contrac-
tion – is that the policy debate becomes focused again
on traditional macroeconomic indicators, with less
attention on social indicators and on the human and
social impact of the economic downturn. In such phases
it is critically important to have in place systems of
data collection, analysis and dissemination that can
allow the tracking of trends in social and economic
indicators and to ensure that policy-makers are aware
of the possible social impacts of different policy
options, particularly on families with children and
amongst those belonging to the most vulnerable
groups in society. Moreover, the transparent dissemi-
nation of data and analyses has an important role in
contributing to strengthening the democratic process
and the capacity of citizens to influence the goals of
the societies where they live and to increase the
accountability of policy-makers.

In the years ahead, UNICEF will continue to work
with both national partners and with other internation-
al organizations to improve the availability and use of
data to monitor the effect of policies on child well-
being in the CEE/CIS region, through comparative
analysis across countries, and improved use of admin-
istrative, quantitative and qualitative sources for
analysis within countries. UNICEF will also continue
to support the dialogue between international sponsors
of new data collection efforts and national users, and
to promote the integration of child-relevant indicators
derived from survey results into regular national sta-
tistical reporting and country development strategies.
The challenges to the realization of child rights in the
region are constantly evolving and stronger and better
monitoring and evaluation systems – and related
investments in data collection as well as coordination
between national and international agencies – are a
vital ingredient for effective policy responses.





NOTES

Chapter 1
1 See, for example, Gordon et al. (2003), Bradshaw et al.

(2006) and Richardson et al. (2008). These vary in the
choice and number of dimensions incorporated in the child
well-being framework, and in the approach to defining
them. There are also differences in the choice of indicators
according to the region examined, and other differences in
approaches, such as incorporating an explicitly children’s
rights-based approach, taking key articles of the CRC as
the basis for defining components, or placing a particular
emphasis on the need to consult children in the process of
defining key elements influencing their well-being.

2 See recommendations reported in UNICEF (2005), p. 9.

3 There are exceptions, including the Republic of
Moldova, which performs well in terms of child mortal-
ity rates relative to its per capita GDP level; and
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan which show higher rates of
child mortality relative to other countries with similar
levels of GDP per capita.

4 For example, assumptions regarding economies of scale
and differences in the needs of different household mem-
bers (e.g. children may be assumed to need either more or
less expenditure than adults) are reflected in the choice of
equivalence scale used, which can have a considerable
influence on the final poverty estimates. Poverty esti-
mates will also vary according to whether income or
expenditure is chosen as the indicator to measure house-
hold resources, and according to decisions on what com-
ponents to include in the total household income or
expenditure aggregate. Finally, the choice of poverty line
chosen to distinguish poor from non-poor households will
have an obvious impact on the numbers which are cate-
gorised as living in poverty. 

5 See UNICEF (2006a) and Menchini and Redmond
(2009a) for examples in the CEE/CIS region.

6 For a summary description of poverty measurement tech-
niques, see UNICEF (2006a), box 2.1. For a more
detailed description of the methodology used by the
World Bank, see Chen and Ravallion (2008). For the
debate on the methods used to calculate global poverty
rates, see Reddy (2008) for a criticism, and Ravallion
(2008a) for arguments in support of the methodology.

7 World Bank (2005b) and World Bank (2008b) pp. 87–90.

8 See UNICEF (2006a), p. 31.

9 See also section on Roma children in chapter 4 of this
publication.

10 European Commission (2008a), p. 15.

11 See also European Commission (2008a), pp. 13–15.

12 Tragakes et al. (2008, p. 25) highlight that in Latvia, the
difference in infant mortality levels with best perform-
ing countries is mostly due to the higher rates of perina-
tal deaths.

13 In Bulgaria, the Sliven and Montana regions had infant
mortality rates which were double that of the national
average in 2005, see Georgieva et al. (2007).

14 Share of newborns weighing under 2,500 grams. 

15 State Statistical Office of the Republic of Macedonia (2007).

16 National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova
(2008). The Republic of Moldova has a national average
level of U5MR which is similar to that of countries in
SEE and Western CIS with much higher levels of GDP.

17 Most countries are now gradually transferring to imple-
menting the WHO definition of live birth (e.g. Armenia,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan). See Menchini and Marnie
(2007) for a discussion.

18 WHO (1995), p. 208.

19 State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan and Macro
International Inc. (2008), p. 170.

20 For example, in Kazakhstan children under 5 in the poor-
est wealth quintile were twice as likely to be stunted than
children in the richest quintile. In this country the highest
prevalence was registered in the regions of Kyzylorda
and Aktobe (at around 30 per cent) both bordering the
Aral Sea, while the lowest levels (less than 10 per cent)
were found in the Akmola Oblast and in Almaty city. In
Georgia, according to the MICS 3 results, the rate of
moderate and severe stunting was 22 per cent for children
in the poorest quintile, compared to 8 per cent for children
in the richest quintile.

21 For data sources on wasting see table 1.8.

22 WHO (2008).

23 WHO database on iodine deficiencies disorders (accessed
on December 2008) and WHO and UNICEF (2007).

24 UNICEF (2008c).

25 TransMONEE 2008 database. Data from MICS for 13
countries broadly confirm the official estimates, see
UNICEF (2008b).

26 See UNICEF (2008b), pp. 37 and 77.

27 UNICEF and WHO (2008).

28 In 2006 the correlation between the indicators of the
U5MR and the average country level of economic well-
being, proxied by the level of GDP per capita PPP, was
negative and strong (the value of the simple linear cor-
relation index is -0.74). The negative correlation
declines to -0.56 for mortality of children aged 5–14 and
to a low – 0.07 for those aged 15–19.

29 In CIS countries high mortality rates are also found in the
adult age groups. The average adult mortality rate for the
CIS is higher than the world average and is lower only
than that of Sub-Saharan Africa. Despite some decrease
since the early part of this decade, adult mortality rates in
Western CIS remain high and are often attributed to
lifestyle factors, including high rates of alcohol consump-
tion. See USAID (2007), pp. 11–16.

30 Marnie and Menchini (2007), p. 2.

31 UNICEF (2007b).

32 Here it should be noted that increased coverage of pre-
primary education is only positive if the quality of educa-
tion and care provided is adequate, otherwise it can dam-
age rather than promote childhood development. See fur-
ther discussion in chapter 4.
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33 In other cases, there is quite simply a lack of demand for
labour, due to capital-intensive forms of growth (see
chapter 2), and this also influences young people’s choice
to remain in education.

34 Only Turkmenistan has a basic gross enrolment ratio
below 90 per cent for the school year 2006/07.

35 On the other hand, a study based on TIMSS data reports
statistics for 2003 on school headmasters’ evaluation of
attendance problems (including absenteeism, arriving late
at school, skipping class) for 8th grade students. Problems
of attendance were considered to be high in the Baltic
States and Bulgaria (Mullis et al. 2004).

36 UNESCO (2008).

37 UNICEF (2007c), p. 19.

38 Partial data for Turkmenistan, referring solely to profes-
sional and vocational schools, suggest the existence of a
strong gender imbalance for this country too.

39 State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on
Statistics (2007), p. 64–68.

40 National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova
(2008), p. 77.

41 The population sampled in the PISA surveys includes
people between 15 years and 3 months and 16 years and
2 months. The average age of people surveyed is 15 years
and 7 months. Young people enrolled at the 6th grade or
lower are excluded.

42 OECD (2008c).

43 Kyrgyzstan shows the worst scores among the countries
surveyed by PISA.

44 See Mullis, Martin and Foy (2008).

45 ‘Dirty fuels’ include firewood, charcoal, crop waste,
coal, whereas ‘clean fuels’ include liquid gas, natural
gas or electricity, and tend to be associated with a
greater incidence of respiratory infections among
infants and children.

46 Krasheninnokov (2003).

47 All the estimates of IDPs are from the International
Displacement Monitoring Center (www.internal-dis-
placement.org , accessed in December 2008).

48 See UNECE (2007). In Georgia, for example, privatiza-
tion of the housing stock progressed during the 1990s and
early 2000s but without a clear direction and coherent
institutional framework and there has been virtually no
government housing policy since independence. The con-
struction sector recovered only slightly after 2004.

49 Defined here as the percentage of people living in
dwellings with less than 6 square metres space per per-
son, or with more than 3 persons per room.

50 The highest levels of overcrowding, around 2003, are
found in Tajikistan (with 37 per cent of individuals living
in dwellings with more than 3 persons per room),
Kyrgyzstan and Albania (both at 17 per cent).

51 Statistical evidence on access and quality of public utilities
is poor in most of the region. The main sources of such
information are household surveys which usually include
questions about connections but not on actual service pro-
vision (e.g. regularity of supply, quality of water, etc).

52 DHS reports define improved sanitation as a flush toilet,
a ventilated improved pit latrine and a latrine with a slab
closure.

53 In the early 1970s several republics of the former Soviet
Union (for example, the Russian Soviet Socialist
Federative Republic or Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic)
ranked among the countries in the world with the highest
shares of children living in single-parent households, but
during the following two decades they experienced only
very slight changes, while countries like Sweden, the
United Kingdom and the United States rapidly outpaced
them. See Klugman and Motivans (2001, p. 10).

54 UNICEF (2006a), p. 34.

55 European Commission (2008a).

56 UNICEF (2008d).

57 UNICEF (2008d).

58 Mykytyn (2005).

59 European Roma Rights Centre (2006), p. 31.

Chapter 2
1 The effect of growth on public expenditure for social ser-

vices and transfers is discussed in chapter 3.

2 See, for example, UNICEF (1993, 1995, 2001 and 2006a)
and World Bank (2000).

3 Latvia’s level of GDP per capita fell by 50 per cent
between 1989 and 1993.

4 See World Bank (2005b).

5 Data from the Czech Statistical Office. 

6 Data from the Central Statistical Office of Poland. 

7 Data from the State Statistic Committee of Ukraine. 

8 Statistical Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

9 World Bank (2008a), p. 171.

10 Employment in agriculture grew substantially after the
collapse of the centrally planned systems, especially in
the lower-income countries, mainly because subsistence
agriculture was a common strategy adopted by families in
the period of transitional recession. Agricultural output
recovery had started in all the CEE and CIS subregions by
2000. During the transition almost all the countries of the
region carried out a land reform: nearly all countries
decided to privatize land and implement farm reforms,
but with different strategies and results (see Sedik and
Lerman, 2008).

11 According to the World Bank (2006c, p. 73) the energy
sector in the Russian Federation represented around 20
per cent of GDP in the early 2000s. The same study
reports that the oil sector accounts for only 1 per cent of
the total employment. In 2003 the oil and gas sector
accounted for 55 per cent of the value of Russian exports.
See World Bank (2005a), p. 29.

12 Bogetic, Ulatov, Emelyanova and Smits (2008), pp. 3–5,
and International Monetary Fund (2008), p. 5.

13 See data from the web site of the State Statistical
Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan, www.azstat.org.

14 Estimations of remittances can vary significantly accord-
ing to the definitions and the data sources used. For exam-
ple, estimations of the amount of remittances for Tajikistan
for 2004 vary from the official 12 per cent of GDP calcu-
lated on the basis of data from the National Bank of
Tajikistan, to around 30 per cent based on a method which
combines different sources, including data derived from
household surveys. See World Bank (2006b).



15 Lucas (2005).

16 Cornia (2006).

17 In 2007 Hungary experienced a substantial slowdown of
GDP growth due to a reduction in private consumption
and public investment (OECD, 2008a).

18 EBRD (2007) and Bogetic, Ulatov, Emelyanova and
Smits (2008).

19 See Rutkowski (2006) for a discussion of labour-market
adjustments during the transition and Verme (2006) for a
focus on CIS countries.

20 In some CEE/CIS countries, the quality of employment
statistics derived from the LFS give only a partial picture
due to the widespread informal sectors and the national
criteria adopted to register subsistence agriculture and
temporary jobs in the surveys. For a discussion on the
impact of informality on statistics on employment and
living standards in Western Balkans countries, see
European Commission (2009), p. 7.

21 Verme (2006).

22 The employment elasticity to economic growth is a very
crude measure of the correlation between labour-market
outcomes and economic growth (the results should be
interpreted simply as a correlation rather than a measure of
the causality between economic growth and employment).
Elasticity measures also reflect changes in labour produc-
tivity: when economic growth is positive and employment
elasticity is lower than 100 (negative or ranging between
0 and 100) then labour productivity increases, while if
economic growth is positive and employment elasticity is
greater than one, labour productivity decreases. The oppo-
site is true when economic growth is negative.

23 Aggregate data mask substantial differences within
regions: elasticity in Central Europe ranged between a
modest 5 per cent in the Czech Republic to 30 per cent in
Slovenia; in SEE it ranged between -30 per cent in
Romania and 19 per cent in Bulgaria; in Western CIS
between -30 per cent in the Republic of Moldova to 16
per cent in the Russian Federation; in Central Asia
between 22 per cent in Kazakhstan and 63 per cent in
Kyrgyzstan; in the Caucasus between -14 per cent in
Armenia and 4 per cent in Azerbaijan; in the Baltics
between 4 per cent in Lithuania and 16 per cent in Latvia.

24 Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan (2007) reports
that between 2002 and 2006 the share of workers in the
informal sector increased by 10 per cent, representing 56
per cent of total employment in 2006..

25 OECD (2008b).

26 World Bank (2008b) and OECD (2008b). For Poland,
two main barriers to improving labour-market outcomes
are the low levels of labour mobility (due to housing
shortages) and the shortage of skilled workers.

27 In Albania, the share of workers employed in agriculture
fell from 72 per cent in 2000 to 58 per cent in 2005. 

28 See European Commission (2008c, pp. 13, 24–25) for a
discussion on the problems of agriculture in Albania and
the impact of migration on the sector.

29 See, for example, Lücke, Mahmoud and Pinger (2007).

30 Faggio (2007) argues that the increase in inactivity rate is
real and not due to the high share of older (55–64 years)
workers taking early retirement. On average, the substan-
tial increase in inactivity is mainly explained by the non-
employment of those aged 25–54 years. 

31 See ILO (2009).

32 Data from the Azerbaijan State Statistical Committee. 

33 Data on wages by economic sectors for the Russian
Federation and Ukraine are from the WIIW.

34 For a discussion of ‘jobless growth’ during the period of
economic recovery in CEE and CIS, see World Bank
(2005e).

35 See ILO and International Institute for Labour Studies
(2008) for discussion of the potentially harmful effects of
high levels of inequality. 

36 The Gini coefficient is the most common measure of
inequality in the distribution of income and earnings. If
there are no differences in incomes (or earnings), the Gini
co-efficient is 0, and 1 when the distribution is perfectly
unequal (implying that one person has all income).
Globally, the countries with the highest Gini index are
mostly in Latin America and in Southern Africa, where
Gini coefficients of 0.50–0.60 are recorded. The countries
with the lowest levels of inequality, such as the Nordic
European countries, have Ginis of around 0.25. Most
OECD countries have Gini coefficients of around
0.30–0.35, and the Gini for the USA is slightly over 0.40. 

37 Milanovic (1998).

38 Data available for Slovenia show that income inequality
was at its highest level in 1991 and slowly decreased
throughout most of the 1990s.

39 See ILO and International Institute for Labour Studies
(2008), p. 25, for a more detailed discussion on how
high levels of inequality can influence political deci-
sions regarding public expenditure and other redistribu-
tive measures.

40 See, for example, Addison and Cornia (2001).

41 See World Bank (2000), chapter 4, pp. 152–160.

42 ILO and International Institute for Labour Studies (2008),
pp. 6–7.

43 Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria and Slovenia are the countries
for which data are available.

44 Milanovic (1999).

45 Lehman and Wadsworth (2001) analysed the extent of the
impact of wage arrears on inequality in the Russian
Federation and estimated that earnings dispersion would
be 20–30 per cent lower in absence of arrears.

46 See Flemming and Micklewright (1999).

47 Mitra and Yemtsov (2006).

48 World Bank (2000), p. 149.

49 For a more detailed analysis, see Commander and Köllő
(2008).

50 ‘Capital income’ is defined as that part of total income
derived from financial and non-financial assets. Since the
national account figures do not single out each separate
component, the capital share is often calculated as the
complement of the labour share (as a residual component). 

51 Milanovic (1999) points to much larger differences
between subregions in the share of non-wage income in
total household income, with the concentration coefficient
remaining stable in the Central and Eastern European
region, and increasing by 33 percentage points in the CIS
(in the Russian Federation the increase was even more dra-
matic). Unfortunately, the contribution of capital income to
overall inequality is always difficult to estimate, and for the
post-1998 period there are no data which allow cross-coun-
try comparison.
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52 World Bank (2000), pp. 154–156.

53 Ibid., pp. 158–160.

54 See, for example, World Bank (2000) which cites studies
on the Russian Federation.

55 Market income includes earned income from wages,
salaries and self-employment and other cash income from
private sources. Disposable income is obtained from mar-
ket income by deducting income taxes and social securi-
ty contributions and adding public transfer payments.

56 See Kanbur and Tuomala (2006).

57 World Bank (2000, 2005b).

58 Milanovic (1999).

59 Garner and Terrell (1998) for Czech Republic and
Slovakia; Milanovic (1999) for Latvia.

60 Milanovic (1999); Keane and Prasad (2002).

61 See Mitra and Yemtsov (2006).

62 There are some recent cases studies, see for example,
Römisch (2003) for a study of nine CEE countries;
Förster et al. (2003) for a study of the Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland and the Russian Federation; Yemtsov
(2003), and Mitra and Yemstov (2006).

63 See discussion of migration from the Republic of
Moldova in Lücke et al. (2007), where the most recent
wave of migrants is composed of young people with
higher levels of education, looking for better opportuni-
ties, and probably permanent migration.

64 Between 1993 and 2007 the total population of the
Russian Federation decreased from 148.5 million to 142
million, while the child population decreased by approx-
imately 12 million, from 39 million to 27 million.

65 In 2007, Uzbekistan had the fourth largest population and
the second largest child population in the CEE/CIS.
During the period under analysis, its total population
grew continuously but at a decelerating pace since the
mid-1990s: the child population declined from around 11
million in 1999 to 10.3 million in 2007. Over the same
period, the population aged 18–59 grew from 11.7 million
to 14.8 million, while the number of those aged 60 and
over remained around 1.5 million.

66 In 2007, around 15 per cent of the population of these
countries was aged 18–24 years.

67 The exceptions here are Estonia and Serbia: in 2006 these
countries registered total fertility rates respectively of
1.55 and 1.45 children per woman. 

68 Although birth rates are similar for this group of coun-
tries, the timing of the start of childbearing varies consid-
erably: the average age at first birth is the highest in some
Central Europe countries, at around 27 years, while in the
Western CIS it is slightly less than 24 years, which is also
close to the average for the Central Asian countries.

69 During the transition, Western CIS countries experienced
what has been described as a mortality crisis: the social
and economic transformations started in the early 1990s
were accompanied by a sudden rise in adult mortality.
There were some signs of improvement in the late 1990s,
but this was reversed in the early 2000s. In 2005 the age-
specific mortality rate for Russian men aged 40–59 was
2.2 per cent, three times the level observed in Czech
Republic and more than 60 per cent higher than the level
observed in the Russian Federation in 1989. For more
details, see Shkolnikov et al. (2004).

70 World Bank (2006b).

71 Some of these flows may also consist of earlier emigrants
returning, for example for retirement.

72 TransMONEE 2008 database.

73 ILO (2005), pp. 78–79.

74 World Bank (2006b), p. 49.

75 World Bank (2008b). More recently there has been a rise
in the number of migrant workers from Uzbekistan work-
ing in the Russian Federation and Kazakhstan. According
to data from the Russian state statistical committee,
Uzbeks represented the largest contingent of migrants
arriving in the country in 2007, see also www.gks.ru.

76 TransMONEE 2008 database.

77 See Blum and Lefèvre (2006) and World Bank (2005e),
pp. 11–58.

78 In the case of Albania, for example, it has been estimated
that between 1990 and 2005 around one fifth of the adult
population moved within the country; and that two-thirds
of the flows originated from rural areas, resulting in a
reduction in the share of rural population from 56 per cent
to 52 per cent, and an increase in Tirana’s population by
over 40 per cent in the 1990s; see World Bank (2007a),
pp. 33–35.

79 See Bloom and Canning (2005) for a discussion of some
of the mechanisms of interaction between demographic
change and economic variables.

80 See Bloom and Williamson (1998).

81 The medium-variant population projections produced by
the United Nations Population Division predict that the
child dependency burden for Tajikistan will be below 50
per cent by 2025, while the old age dependency ratio will
start to increase around 2010, but will change only slight-
ly over time.

82 The President of the Russian Federation devoted much
of his 2006 State of the Nation Address to highlighting
the urgency of increasing the country’s birth rate, as
well as tackling the causes of high male adult mortality
rates. The country’s demographic situation was called
“the most acute problem facing our country today”, and
low incomes, inadequate housing, poor-quality health
care and inadequate educational opportunities for chil-
dren were listed as the main factors discouraging cou-
ples to have more than one child. See Population and
Development Review (2006), pp. 385–389.

Chapter 3
1 See, for example, UNICEF (1993, 1995, 2001 and 2006a)

and World Bank (2000).

2 See Cornia (1997) for the example of Russia.

3 Deacon (2000), pp. 147–148.

4 Cheasty and Davis (1996).

5 Jablonska (2006).

6 See, for example, Azerbaijan Economists’ Union and
UNICEF (2008), pp. 4–5.

7 Falcetti, Sanfey and Taci (2003) estimated that by the end
of the 1990s, the informal sector accounted for around
one third of GNP in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia and Romania, and for approximately 45
per cent in the Republic of Moldova and the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. These authors also pro-
vide estimates of the share of the informal economy in the



late 1990s for Central European countries, ranging from
20–25 per cent of GNP. European Commission (2008c)
reports estimates of the informal economy in Albania
ranging between 30 to 60 per cent of the nation’s GDP.

8 Cheasty and Davis (1996, p. 8) estimate that the loss of
inter-USSR transfers represented up to 20 per cent of
GDP in the different Former Soviet Union republics.

9 For further discussion see Grabowski and Tomalak (2004).

10 Easter (2002) describes the two different paths taken by
Poland and the Russian Federation in the early 1990s:
both countries allocated a large role to indirect taxes, but
they diverged in their strategy for direct taxation, with
Poland building up personal income tax (shifting the bur-
den of income taxes away from enterprises and onto
households), and the Russian Federation retaining a
strong reliance on taxation of enterprises. These different
paths reflect in part the pace at which the two countries
tackled institutional reforms related to revenue collection.

11 UNESCO (2007), p. 9.

12 World Bank (2006d), p. 17. 

13 UNICEF (2007b), pp. 156–159.

14 In Tajikistan, private spending in 1999 was estimated to
be roughly equivalent to public spending, and survey data
has shown that public spending on upper secondary and
higher education was largely biased in favour of the rich.
See World Bank (2005d), pp. 49 and 54.

15 For example, World Bank (2007a) points out that in
Albania demographic trends have led to an increase in the
secondary school age cohorts relative to those in primary
school age, and suggests that there should be a realloca-
tion of spending to guarantee more adequate funding for
secondary education. 

16 In the mid-2000s, in Romania, for example, hospital care
accounted for 53 per cent of the health budget, compared
to an OECD average of 40 per cent (World Bank, 2006d).

17 Turkmenistan is an exception with a level of public
expenditure on health at 3.2 per cent of GDP. The only
other country with an expenditure level below 3 per cent
of GDP in 2006 was Albania.

18 Suhrcke, Rocco and McKee (2007), p. 52.

19 In Kazakhstan public health expenditure increased from 2
per cent of GDP in 2000 to 2.4 per cent in 2006. For the
same year, private expenditure on health was estimated at
1.3 per cent of GDP. The National Programme of Health
Care Reform and Development for 2005–2010 plans an
increase to 4 per cent of GDP by 2010. See Kulzhanov
and Rechel (2007), pp. 36–37.

20 WHO standardized estimates on health expenditure are
available from 1996.

21 Azerbaijan is a notable exception. Here private expendi-
ture on health as a share of GDP decreased from around 5
per cent in 1995 to 2.5 per cent in 2006. However, public
expenditure levels are also very low in Azerbaijan: in 1996
public expenditure on health represented 1.4 per cent of
GDP; 0.8 per cent in 2002, and 1.1 per cent in 2006.

22 WHO Europe and Council of Europe Development Bank
(2006), p. 67, and Kulzhanov and Rechel (2007).

23 Shishkin et al. (2008).

24 Standing (1996), pp. 228–230. See also Aidukaite (2004)
for a discussion of the transition in the welfare systems in
the Baltic States.

25 UNICEF (2006a).

26 Petrášová (2008, p. 7) indicates that in Romania overall
expenditure on family and child benefits increased at a
rate of 11 per cent per year between 2000 and 2005.

27 In the Russian Federation social assistance has been
undergoing a reform process since 2006.

28 Stewart and Huerta (2006).

29 European Commission (2008b) shows that in EU coun-
tries – including those in CEE – child benefits have a
greater impact than pensions in reducing rates of relative
child poverty. This report shows that, on average, transfers
(excluding pensions) reduce the risk of relative poverty for
children by 44 per cent (38 per cent for the overall popu-
lation), with the impact varying greatly by country. 

30 In Albania, the economic assistance benefit is allocated to
low-income families, but it is not specifically targeted on
families with children.

31 World Bank (2007a). 

32 Alexandrova et al. (2007).

33 Verme (2008).

34 Brownbridge and Canagarajah (2008) argue that in the
case of Tajikistan, the overall tax burden is relatively
moderate, and does not represent a major constraint to
growth. It is the tax administration which is problemat-
ic, since it allows too much scope for discretionary deci-
sions and predatory behaviour on the part of tax officials
and tax police. The tax administration lacks specialist
tax skills, but has close contact with taxpayers, resulting
in corruption.

35 The World Bank (2007b) argues against increasing
expenditure above a certain level if the appropriate insti-
tutions are not in place. See also the discussion in Dabla-
Norris (2006) and Way (2002).

36 Brownbridge and Canagarajah (2008).

37 Trunin (2004). 

38 Dabla-Norris (2006).

39 European Commission (2009), p. 37.

40 Dabla-Norris (2006).

41 The Russian Federation recently embarked on further
reform of formula-based intergovernmental transfers.

42 Dabla-Norris (2006).

43 Way (2002) uses the example of Ukraine to illustrate the
difficulties in carrying out reforms of intergovernmental
fiscal relations, and how a lack of understanding of how
past incentives structures worked in practice has meant
that the introduction of decentralization measures actual-
ly increase, the discretion of both central and sub-nation-
al authorities to unilaterally ignore formal budgetary poli-
cies and regulations.

Chapter 4
1  The number of Roma in the region is subject to much

speculation. Official data, in most cases derived from
censuses, are considered to grossly underestimate the
real size of the Roma population. This undercounting
reflects, in part, the sensitivity of collecting ethnic dis-
aggregated data as well as issues related to self-recogni-
tion as Roma, and self-declaration during the data col-
lection process. UNDP (2006a) reports that an estimat-
ed 6.8 to 8.7 million Roma live in Europe and that 68
per cent live in Central Europe and the Balkans.
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2  For example, the World Bank and Open Society Institute’s
‘Decade of Roma Inclusion’ (2005–2015) with a focus on
promoting policies to tackle the exclusion faced by Roma
in employment, housing, health and education. At the end
of 2008, eleven Central and South-Eastern European
countries were participating in this initiative (Albania and
Bosnia and Herzegovina joined the initiative in 2008). The
European Commission has been actively promoting inclu-
sion policies, and since 2003, Bulgaria, Romania and
Croatia have drawn up National Action Plans to promote
the integration of Roma.

3 UNDP (2002).

4 For a detailed study of the situation of Roma under cen-
tral planning in Eastern Europe, see Barany (2000).

5  The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia generally
had a more accommodating policy attitude.

6  UNDP (2002).

7 See, for example, the discussion in Simon (2007). 

8 Authors’ calculations based on the Bulgarian Integrated
Household Survey 2001.  

9 Authors’ calculation based on data from the Bulgarian
Integrated Household Survey 2001.

10 Zamfir et al. (2005).

11 Authors’ calculation based on data from the UNDP sur-
vey of Roma carried out in 2004 across the countries of
South-Eastern Europe. For a description of the survey, see
UNDP (2006a).

12 World Bank (2006e), p. 30.

13 Zamfir et al. (2005).

14 WHO Europe and Council of Europe Development Bank
(2006).

15 Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Strategic
Marketing Research Agency (2006).

16 State Statistical Office of the Republic of Macedonia
(2007).

17 UNICEF (2006b), p.77.

18 In 2004 the national average infant mortality rate in
Bulgaria was 11.6 per 1,000 live births, but it was as high
as 27.5 and 23.2 infant deaths per 1,000 live births in the
Sliven region and in the Montana region. See Georgieva
et al. (2007).

19 See European Roma Rights Centre (2006).

20 See, for example, Čaněc (2001) who reports that after
the 1979 school reform the number of Roma children in
special schools for children with mental disabilities
rapidly increased.

21 European Roma Right Centre (2005 and 2007), Open
Society Institute (2007).

22 European Roma Rights Centre (2005).

23 European Roma Rights Centre (2005). See also Salner
(2005), p. 9.

24 UNICEF (2007a), pp. 46–47.

25 UNICEF (2008b).

26 According to MICS data this is the case, for example, of
around one third of children living in Roma settlements
in Serbia and slightly more than one third of Roma chil-
dren in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in
2005–2006.

27 UNICEF (2008b).

28 UNICEF (2007a).

29 UNICEF (2007a).

30 European Roma Rights Centre (2006).

31 UNICEF (2007a), pp. 27–28.

32 World Bank (2002), p. 15.

33 See, for example, Toth et al. (2008) for Romania and
Lucke et al. (2007) for the Republic of Moldova.

34 Lack of parental supervision leads to a higher risk of poor
school performance, and greater long-term risks of mar-
ginalization and juvenile delinquency. In extreme cases,
children are more exposed to the risks of trafficking when
parents are absent. See examples cited in Cortés (2007).

35 The effect of migration and remittances on national
economies is discussed in chapter 2. There are other
countries in the region which have large outflows of
migrant workers, including, for example, Tajikistan,
Georgia and Romania. The selection of Albania and the
Republic of Moldova for this analysis was made not
because they are more affected than others, but purely on
considerations of data availability.

36 World Bank (2008c).

37 The share of children left behind due to their mother’s
migration is relatively low (0.2 per cent – 0.4 per cent,
when only children living in non-nuclear households are
examined).

38 There are gender differences in the length of time spent
away from home by female and male parents: the average
and median values of months spent away from home for
migrant mothers is low – 3.1 and 1 respectively, com-
pared to 7.6 and 8 for fathers.

39 Cortés (2007).

40 UNICEF Moldova (2007).

41 See the five transition frameworks proposed by World
Bank (2006a).

42 The age group covered by compulsory schooling varies
by country, but roughly comprises the 7–16 age cohort.

43 Marnie and Menchini (2007) and UNICEF (1998).

44 However, while the upper secondary enrolment rates sug-
gest that access for young people in the countries of
Central Europe and the Baltic States is almost universal,
it may not be quite as high as suggested by the enrolment
rates, since there were also high drop-out rates, especial-
ly among those in vocational secondary programmes. See
ILO (2005), p. 45.

45 Particularly in the poorest countries where there is a large
difference in access by household income levels, and
where, in at least two countries – Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan – there is evidence of gender differentials
in access to upper secondary education.

46 The available comparable statistical evidence on quality
of education is derived from international comparison
survey programmes, such as PISA, TIMSS and PIRLS,
which collect information on school inputs, and student’s
socio-economic background and learning achievements.

47 UNICEF (2006a), pp. 53–54.

48 See Marnie and Menchini (2007), p. 7. 

49 With the exception of the Republic of Moldova, where
according to labour force survey data, only 32 per cent of
those aged 20–24 were in the labour force. More analysis
is required to ascertain the reasons for this particularly
low share.



50 See Marnie and Menchini (2007), p. 9.

51 See discussion in chapter 1 and La Cava et al. (2006).

52 See, for example, UNAIDS (2008).

53 UNAIDS (2008)

54 The Committee on the Rights of the Child has proposed a
working definition of early childhood covering the period
from 0 to 8 years, and in many countries there is a tradi-
tional division between ‘care’, for children under the age
of three, and ‘education’ services, for those up to primary
school age, although the services are not always part of an
integrated ECD policy.

55 See, for example, the summary of relevant literature cited
in McLean (2008), pp. 21–23.

56 UNICEF (2008a).

57 Stewart and Huerta (2006).

58 Nursery facilities for children under the age of three were
also available, but were less widespread. Although female
participation rates were high, maternity leave was quite
generous and mothers did not run the risk of job loss
when taking time out of work to care for children. See
Stewart and Huerta (2006).

59 In the pre-transition phase, all preschool facilities were
public, in that all enterprises were state-owned, and
although collective farms were technically a different
form of ownership, they were under state control.

60 For the EU member and accession states the pre-acces-
sion programmes and the Barcelona targets on childcare
will have acted as incentives.

61 Asian Development Bank (2006) In Kyrgyzstan, the
number of facilities has increased slightly since 2005.

62 MICS data suggests that in 2005–2006 over 90 per cent
of 3–5 year olds in Bosnia-Herzegovina were not attend-
ing any form of EC programmes, over 75 per cent in
Central Asia (excluding Turkmenistan) and the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and over 50 per cent in
Georgia, Albania, Serbia and Montenegro. See UNICEF
(2008b), p. 20.

63 MICS data for other countries in the region suggest that
there are also large shares of children starting the first
year of primary school without having had any formal
early childhood education in Bosnia and Herzegovina (89
per cent) and in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. See UNICEF
(2008b), p. 21.

64 Zaveri (2006).

65 For example, in Uzbekistan the government stopped the
experiment with community or mahalla kindergartens,
since it constituted ‘competition’ with state kindergartens,
which still had empty places.

66 For example in Kyrgyzstan, MacLean (2008) reports that
the Ministry of Education’s Standards for Preschool
Education and childcare are such that in practice they
exclude any other kinds of preschool provision apart from
the conventional state preschools; applications for grants
and donor support tend to be focused on restoring the old
preschool facilities. However, national experts have
recently drawn up a new concept for preschool education
which envisages the creation of various alternative mod-
els of preschool provision as an urgent priority.

67 See also Stewart and Huerta (2006) for discussion of sim-
ilar conclusions based on earlier household survey data
from selected CEE/CIS countries.

68 See Stewart and Huerta (2006) for a discussion of early
2000s survey data results.

69 National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova
(2008), pp. 62–72.

70 The European Commission (2004) published the
Development of a Methodology for the Collection of
Harmonized Statistics on Childcare by Eurostat, which
could serve as a good starting point to improve data col-
lection. See also UNICEF (2008a).

Chapter 5
1  See European Commission (2008f) and, for an example,

Bardone and Guio (2005).

2 Andorka (1984) reports that during the 1970s the
Statistical Standing Committee of the Council of
Mutual Economic Aid organized several meetings to
develop methodological recommendations for creating
a system of social indicators, allowing for flexibility in
their use according to individual country needs and
social conditions.

3 The first Czechoslovakian-Hungarian comparison dates
back to 1983 and included five sub-systems of indicators,
which became thirteen in the second part of the compari-
son in 1988. See Harcsa and Spéder (1999). The subsys-
tems of indicators in 1983 were ‘demographic processes,
health status, social insurance, education and cultural
activities’. In 1988 ‘labour and employment, income of
the population, consumption, availability of housing,
sport and tourism, utilization of time, public utility ser-
vices and condition of work’ were added.

4 This incapacity was in part fostered by the over-central-
ized organization of the Soviet statistical system. See
Anderson, Katus and Silver (1994).

5 Belkindas, Dinc and Ivanova (1999).

6 UNDP (2006b).

7 Department of Statistics and Sociology of the Republic of
Moldova (2003), see <www.parisi21.org>.

8 The main difference between the Soviet and WHO defin-
itions is the definition of ‘live’ in the first six days after
delivery of pre-term and very low birthweight children.
According to the Soviet definition the presence of breath-
ing is the only criteria which can be used to establish
whether the infant is born alive or not; infants born before
completion of 28 weeks of gestation, who weigh less than
1,000 grams or who are less than 35 cm in lengths are
considered ‘live foetuses’ and only become ‘live births’ if
they survive more than seven days. According to the
WHO definition, a ‘live birth’ is when the new-born
infant breathes or shows any other evidence of life, irre-
spective of the duration of pregnancy. Use of the Soviet
definition leads to a lower number of deaths being regis-
tered due to the fact that a large share of the deaths occur-
ring in the first seven days of life are not registered, since
they were never recognized as live births in the first place.
See Menchini and Marnie (2007).

9 Data from the Ministry of Health of Kyrgyzstan for the
first half of 2006 show that slightly more than 15 per cent
of all registered infant deaths are those of children with
a weight at birth in the range of 500–999 grams (i.e. not
counted as live births according to the Soviet definition),
and that 98 per cent of the deaths of these very low

129Innocenti Social Monitor 2009



130 Innocenti Social Monitor 2009

birthweight children occurred in the early-neonatal peri-
od (less than seven days of life). The oblast with the high-
est level of early neonatal mortality was the capital city
Bishkek, which may reflect better implementation and
registration rather than higher risks for new-borns than in
other oblasts.

10 See Menchini and Marnie (2007). 

11 In the case of the Republic of Moldova, a report of the
Health Metrics Network (2007) points out that there is an
overload of data at operational level and that data are
often collected by institutions without appropriate analyt-
ical capacity in order to transform data into relevant and
timely information for decision-making; moreover, much
of the data collected is not used for analysis.

12 Meimanaliev and Prochorskas (2006), see p. 26 for the
different formulas used in the CIS countries to compute
infant mortality rates.

13 See discussion in UNICEF (2008d).

14 The International Standard Classification of Education
(ISCED) was designed by UNESCO in the early 1970s as
‘an instrument suitable for assembling, compiling and
presenting statistics of education both within individual
countries and internationally’. 

15 It is important to note, however, that national statistics do
not completely cover the entire territory in some countries
due to conflict situations and disputed territories, as for
example in Transdniestr or Abkhazia.

16 See Kordos (2005). The branch approach involved the
selection of households of employees in selected enter-
prises in each branch of industry. The territorial approach
to sample design was experimented in Poland from the
1960s onwards.

17 For a discussion see Ravallion (2008b).

18 See <www.measuredhs.com>.

19 See <www.childinfo.com>.

20 UNECE, UNICEF and UNDP (2008).

21 Fajth (2000).

22 UNICEF (1993), p. 2.

23 For an example of good practice, see the description of
the process of ensuring national ownership of MICS
carried out in 13 countries in the region, in Segone et al.
(2009).

24 See the database of International Statistical Activities at
<www.unece.unog.ch/disa>.
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GLOSSARY

births attended by skilled personnel Deliveries

attended by personnel (including doctors, nurses and

midwives) trained to provide the necessary care,

supervision and advice to women.

birth-weight, infant with low Infants with a weight

at birth of less than 2,500 grams.

children in residential care Children in a collective

living arrangement where they are looked after by

adults who are paid to undertake this function.

Children in public institutional care refers to those

children in the full-time care of the state either on a

permanent or temporary basis. Children in non-public
institutional care refers to children in NGOs-run ser-

vices, financed in total or in part by non-state sources.

Children who are not being cared for full-time (e.g.

they attend boarding school on a week-day basis only)

are not included in this category. Children in punitive

institutions are normally excluded; definitions differ

among countries.

children without parental care Children who are not

living with or being cared for by either biological par-

ent and who are registered as being without parental

care according to decisions made by authorities based

on either: a. family law, b. social/child protection law,

or c. criminal law.

Children may be without parental care for the following
reasons:

• Orphans: Children whose only parent or both par-

ents are dead or missing. 

• Children whose parents have been deprived of their

parental rights by a court order. 

• Abandonment or relinquishment by the parent(s)

where the child is left by the parent(s) with no imme-

diate provision of care and where the parent(s), at the

time of leaving the child, do(es) not yet know if any

other long-term supervision or care will be guaran-

teed for the child (abandonment), or situations where

the parent(s) surrender(s) their parental rights volun-

tarily in the knowledge that supervision / care will be

provided for the child immediately at the time of

leaving the child (relinquishment).

• Parents temporarily unable or not in a position to

care for the child due to social, economic,

health/disability reasons, etc.

decile One of ten parts of a distribution of income (or

expenditure, or wealth) that has been divided into

tenths. The poorest decile is the 10 per cent of the

population receiving the lowest per capita income (or

expenditure, or wealth); the richest decile is the 10 per

cent of the population at the top of the income (or

expenditure or wealth) distribution.

dependency ratios

overall dependency ratio The ratio of the sum of

the population aged 0–14 and 60 and over divided

by the population aged 15–59. 

child dependency ratio The ratio of the population
aged 0–14 to the population aged 15–59.

elderly dependency ratio The ratio of the popula-

tion aged 60 and over to the population aged 15–59.

education level Data on education levels are based on

the International Standard Classification System of

Education Levels (ISCED97, see below), although the

situation may differ between countries.

• Pre-primary education (ISCED 0): children aged

3–5 or 3–6; excludes nursery provision for children

aged 0–2.

• Basic education (ISCED 1/2): ‘compulsory school-

ing’ normally lasts from age 6/7 to age 14/15; often

divided into primary (to age 10), and lower sec-

ondary levels.

• General secondary (ISCED 3A): general secondary

schools (gymnasia/lycées) with 2–4 year pro-

grammes of academic study, often leading to high-

er education, with entry on a selective basis; in CIS

countries, this level normally comprises the two or

three upper classes of the comprehensive school,

while in CEE countries it involves longer pro-

grammes at separate institutions; in a number of

countries, the gymnasium streams begin in lower

secondary grades.

• Vocational/technical education (ISCED 3B/3C):

programmes preparing for entry into specific occu-

pations or trades; they may or may not allow entry

to higher education.

• Tertiary education (ISCED 5): tertiary programmes

with a more advanced educational content than lev-

els 3–4; entry requires successful completion of

ISCED level 3A/3B or a similar qualification at

ISCED level 4A or 4B. Programmes at level 5 must

have a cumulative theoretical duration of at least 2

years from the beginning of level 5 and do not lead

directly to the award of an advanced research qual-

ification (those programmes are at level ISCED 6).

education/school enrolment rate/ratio Net enrolment

rate is the ratio of the number of children of official

school age (as defined by the national education sys-

tem) who are enrolled in school to the population of the

corresponding official school age. Gross enrolment

ratio is the ratio of total enrolment, regardless of age, to

the population of the age group that officially corre-

sponds to the level of education shown.

employment ratio The share of the total number of

employed as a percentage of the population aged
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15–64. This differs from the employment rate, which

only considers the labour force.

equivalence scale In calculations of income (or

consumption) poverty and inequality, equivalence

scales are used to compute comparable income

(consumption) data, which take into account the

demographic caracteristics of the households in order

to reflect different needs and economies of scale. The

factors commonly taken into account are the size of

the household and the age of its members (for

example, children, working-age adults, elderly). 

formal care All care situations where the child’s place-

ment was made by order of a competent authority,

includes children placed in all types of residential care

establishments (both public and private), children

placed in formal fostering or under guardianship.

Children in informal kinship care would not be included

in the definition of children in formal care.

foster care Provision of parental care to children not

related through legal or blood ties. The term ‘foster

care’ refers to formal, temporary placements made by

the state with families that are trained and supervised

by social services. Foster parents normally receive a

special fee or allowance.

Gini coefficient A measure of the extent to which a

distribution (for example, of income) among individ-

uals or households deviates from a perfectly equal dis-

tribution. The Gini index ranges between 0 (perfect

equality) to 1 (maximum inequality).

gross domestic product (GDP) A measure of the

income generated in a country. It corresponds to the

sum of gross value added by all resident producers in

the economy plus any product taxes and minus any

subsidies not included in the value of the products. It

is calculated without making deductions for deprecia-

tion of fabricated assets or for depletion and degrada-

tion of natural resources.

GDP per capita (US$) GDP (US$) divided by mid-
year population.

GDP per capita expressed in PPP$ GDP per capita

of a country converted into US$ on the basis of the

Purchasing Power Parity exchange rate. A $ converted

into PPP rates should be able to buy the same amount

of goods and services in different countries. PPPs are

in effect both currency converters and price deflators.

PPP rates allow a standard comparison of real price

levels between countries, just as conventional price

indices allow comparison of real values over time.

GDP per capita growth rate Annual percentage

growth rate of GDP per capita at market prices based

on constant local currency.

guardian care A guardian is a legally appointed adult

representative for a child. In most cases guardians are

relatives. However, the existence, process and duties

associated with guardianship vary from case to case

and from country to country. The decisions on

guardianship are made by the ‘family court’, which is

guided by the ‘family law’. As the state has no duty to

finance guardians, special fees or allowances are, in

many cases, not available for guardians.

incomplete family A family in which children under

18 years of age live with one or both parents absent.

infant mortality rate (IMR) The number of infants

dying before reaching one year of age, per 1,000 live

births in a given year. See also live births.

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) People or

groups of people who have been forced to leave their

home or places of habitual residence, in particular as

a result of, or in order to avoid, the effects of armed

conflicts, situations of generalized violence, violations

of human rights or natural or man-made disasters, and

who have not crossed an internationally recognized

state border.

labour force All individuals employed (those who,

during the reference period, were in paid employment,

at work, self-employed or attached to a job but not

working) and unemployed (people who, during the ref-

erence period, were without work but currently avail-

able for work and seeking work).

live births According to the standard definition used

by the World Health Organization, this includes all

births, with the exception of stillbirths, regardless of

the size, gestation age, or ‘viability’ of the newborn

infant, and regardless of whether they die soon after

birth or before the required birth-registration date.

Some CEE countries used the WHO concept before

the transition, but many used the ‘Soviet concept’

where infants who were not breathing when born were

classified as ‘stillbirths’, and infants born before the

end of the 28th week of pregnancy and weighing

below 1,000 grams or measuring less than 35 cm and

who died during the first seven days of life were clas-

sified as ‘miscarriages’. Most countries examined

have begun to adopt the WHO definition, and only a

few still use the Soviet concept (for more details, see

Menchini and Marnie 2007).

MONEE The terms ‘MONEE project’ and

‘TransMONEE Database’ mentioned in the main text

and as a source for some tables, refer to data and writ-

ten papers produced under the UNICEF Innocenti

Research Centre’s MONEE project, usually by central

statistical offices. Note that the data are not necessar-

ily consistent with those found in other UNICEF pub-

lications, which sometimes rely on different sources

or use different methods of calculation.

nuclear household A household consisting of par-

ent(s) (including step-parents) and their children,

without anyone else. A ‘non-nuclear’ household can



include, apart from parents and their children, cousins,

aunts, uncles, grandparents, grandchildren, foster chil-

dren, and non-related members.

oblast The first level subnational administrative unit

in the Russian Federation and some of the other CIS

countries. Some oblasts in the Russian Federation are

autonomous republics; large cities such as Moscow or

Saint Petersburg also have the status of oblast. With

the 2000 federal reform in the Russian Federation

oblasts have de facto become the second level subna-

tional administrative unit and are grouped under seven

large federal districts.

population data Generally refer to the de jure popu-

lation (all people resident in an area, including those

who may be temporarily absent) as opposed to the de
facto population (all people physically present in an

area at the time of a population census or population

estimate). 

PPP Purchasing Power Parity rates allow standard

comparison of monetary values (GPD, incomes etc.)

between countries accounting for price differences

across countries. At the PPP US$ rate (used in this

report to compare poverty, levels of GDP and per capi-

ta levels of public expenditure in social services) PPP

$1 should have the same purchasing power in each

individual country as $1 in the United States.

public expenditure on education Includes both capital

expenditure (spending on construction, renovation,

major repairs, heavy equipment etc.) and current expen-

ditures for the education system, such as staff salaries

and benefits, materials, welfare services, furniture and

equipment, minor repairs, fuel, insurance, rents,

telecommunications and travel. 

public expenditure on health Recurrent and capital

spending from government (central and local) bud-

gets, external borrowing and grants (including dona-

tions from international agencies and non-governmen-

tal organizations), and social (or compulsory) health

insurance funds.

quintile One of five parts of a distribution of income

(or expenditure, or wealth) that has been divided into

fifths. The poorest quintile is the 20 per cent of the

population receiving the lowest per capita income (or

expenditure, or wealth); the richest quintile is the 20

per cent of the population at the top of the income (or

expenditure or wealth) distribution.

real wage The money wage adjusted for inflation.

stunting A measure of chronic malnutrition.

Prevalence of stunting is the percentage of children

under five years of age whose height for age is less

than minus two standard deviations from the median

for the international reference population adopted by

the WHO.

total fertility rate The number of children a woman

would bear if she were to live to the end of her child-

bearing years and bear children in accordance with

prevailing age-specific fertility rates.

under-five mortality rate (U5MR) The probability that

a newborn child will die before the age of five. The

probability is expressed as a rate per 1,000 live births.

See also live births.

underweight A measure of malnutrition indicating

low weight for age (reflecting both acute and chronic

malnutrition). Prevalence of underweight children is

the percentage of children under 5 whose weight for

age is less than minus two standard deviations from

the median for the international reference population

adopted by the WHO.

unemployment rate Percentage of individuals in the

labour force (above age 15) who are not in paid

employment or self-employed, but are available for

work and have taken specific steps to seek paid

employment or self-employment.

wasting A measure of malnutrition, considered to

reflect current (rather than chronic) malnutrition.

Prevalence of wasting is the percentage of children

under 5 whose weight for height is less than minus

two standard deviations from the median for the inter-

national reference population adopted by the WHO.
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